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lu all inn write the name of wli aubacrlber, poat-ollloa, county 
ano Bute plainly 

Alao, poal-otnee, .-...inly, Hlalekii'l nsmeoflbe writer of the letter. 
iDordeiiiuarlmniienf addreae, alwayn give Ilia name of the per- 

aoD, poHi-orncv, county and Htate where the paper la going, and 
where It la to go after the change. 

If anything 1» written for the editor, or for publication, it nniat be 
on aaeparateahret of paper from that on which tba naineaof aub- 
aeribera. or ordcra f ■ ,r lam its. arc written. 

The muney aliould accoiupauy all Oflaan for booka or  pnpera. 
Money may liparnl b) Kaurraa, INa.h.1 Money Order, Hank Draft. 

INailal Note or lt.-ici-.li-i.-il lyillrr, at our rlak. 
We will be pleaaed at any time t" correct any and ml errors occur- 

atug In thla office. 
While we ahall endeavor to fill all ordcra promptly and correctly, 

we muat decline to <lupllc»te any biHiks which may be loat ou the 
road to their deatlUMtlon. 

Tlie*ula«-rlpiii.ii of Hi.- IIK. i ii mi 'a KvA >..KLIST l» KM a year, in 
•dvanoa. 

Newaubarrlplluna may commcucc at any time during the year, 
*ut we cannot agree to furnish latok nuinW-ra. 

The BaaiHRKH'a Kv*aur.i.iHT will he aenl only till the term of 
•ubaojlptloiieii.ir.-a. unh»a olherwlae onlertal. 

Agent* are allnwiil to retain ten per cent, of our money for their 
wervloea. 

All lot lent and coinmunlcatloua to be addreaaed, 
H. R. HOLSINGER * CO., 

Ashlaud. Ohio. 

QUERIES AND ANSWERS. 
I would like to have • few questions answer*! by you, as 

they occur to uiy mind. 
1. Wbst is tbe true same of yoer church t 
2. Who wss the founder of it ? 
8. The true doctrine of the church. 

TAKE NOTICE! 
Persons receiving this paper, either by 

single copy or for a year, are informed 
that it is done at the suggestion and ex- 
pense of some friend, and that it will not 
be sent beyond the time ordered. Sin- 
gle copies are sent with a view of solicit- 
ing subscriptions, and all are invited, but 
none will be inveigled. We aim to do a 
straight and honorable business. If you 
like our paper you will take it; if you do 
not like it, that is the end of it. 

 —sssssw*--«■•■■    I «..«> 

THE BALANCE OF THE YEAR FOR tl 50. 
In order to help our agents along in gettiug 

subscribers, ve have concluded to offer the bal- 
ance of the year for $1.50. That is, from the time 
the subscription is received. We still have back 
NOB. from January first, and shall be pleased to 
furnish new subscribers with the lull year for two 
dollars, or the first six months for $1.00. We 
will try to accommodate our friends. From this 
on all should say what they wish, whether back 
numbers or not. When nothing is said we send 
back numbers, as a rule. 

TEN DOLLAR PLEDGES. 
We pledge ourselves to be one of one  hundred 

Ssrsons to secure   five   subscribers   each, to  the 
RBTHRBN'S EVANGELIST, at  two   dollars, within 

sixty days : 
Hattie Ilazen.       Isaac Kilhefner, Dr. U. M. Beachly, 
Klehl & Folkerth, Henry Hnumn. 3. W. Tombaugh, 
P. J. Brown, Mary M. Sterling,     It. K. Binkley, 
W   A    Aclanw.        S. U. Hill. M«-«i« Miller, 
Henry J. Fraiitx,   It. F. Mallott, E. L. Yoder. 
D. F. Ramaey.        Kate Yost. J. K. I-eedy, 
1). Harrade*. Eli Hoover, Furry A Hep-Ingle, 
I. It. Deiilinger,      M.U.Watson, Jos. I.ivengood, • 
Lizzie Wampler.     1). J. Miller, F. II  Frame, 
J. W. Beer. John Barley, E. S. Miller, 
N. T. Nininger,     Jos. 1.. Kiumiel.       B«uJ. Musser. 
Albert Myeis lieiijaiiiin lienshoof A. .1 Ilixwm 
E. W. HtorlihK       -I. II. Swihart 8. W. Tuinbaiigb 
J. II. Thompson     E. .1. Worst,            E. A. Maust, 
C A. Coler, E. Berkley. 

WHO IS TO STAND AT THE HEAD. 
We will give a half dozen Cloth Uymnodies 

to the church which shall have the largest list of 
-subscribers to any one office by the fiist ot June, 
providing it   shall uot be under forty. 

To the church having the second list in length 
we will give one fourth dozen cloth Uymnodies, 
providing it shall not be under thirty subscribers. 
Persona competing for the first prize cannot take 
second. 

For the third we will give one-fourth dozen (3) 
board Hyrnuodies, the list not to be unaer twenty- 
four. 

Those competing for first or second prizes can 
not take the third, out transfers may be made at any 
time up to within fifteen days of the first of June. 

The following is a list of the leading poetoffices, 
as they now stand: 
Waterloo, Iowa,        38   New Enterprise, Pa., 26 
Johnstown, Pa, 42   Palls City, Neb.,        24 
Dayton, Ohio, 29   Huntington, Ind.,       18 
Lanark, III., 27   Covington, Ohio,       20 
Ashland, Ohio, 22    Morrill, Kansas, 16 
Berlin, Pa., 20   Meyersdale, Pa.,        18 

OUR PREMIUM LIST. 
To invigorate our agents to greater efforts, and 

assist them in accomplishing more good, we offer 
tbe following premiums : 

1. To the carpenter or builder who sends us the 
largest number ot subscribers for the balance of 
the year, by May 1st, a set of Palliser's Useful 
Details. Price three dollars. Only carpenters and 
builders to compete for this prize. It is very val- 
uable to mechanics in the above line. It contains 
outlines and patterns for everything from a mould- 
ing to m roof-stool. 

2. To the person sending us the largest number 
of subscribers for the balance of the year, by May 
1st, we will give a copy of all the publications ad- 
vertized at this office, amounting to $4.84, includ- 
ing one morocco llymnody. 

8. For tbe second largest number of the same 
kind, we will give a year's subscription to the 
American Agriculturist. 

4. For the third largest number, a morocco 
Hymnody. 

6. For the fourth, a year's subscription to the 
Chicago Weekly Newi. 

Any new subscriber or any old one renewing for 
tbe balance of the year, at $1.50, nay select any 
tan sent item from oar list, or any two or more 
■■Hag ton cents, in addition to toe paper. 

Please answer the latter as fully as possible, with scrlp- 
irsl proof for the same. Would also like you to point out 

the difference between your church and the old Dunkards, 
with reasons for the same. There are many of the old kind 
of Dunkards through here (tomerset county. Pa.), and I 
wish to know thedifference between the two bodies. I am 
not yet a church member, aud before I undertake to Join a 
church of any kind, I inn determined to know its doctrines in 
full, and be able to prove the same according to Scripture.for 
8cripture says, "Proveall things." • • * 

As the above was not intended for these columns 
but for private reply, the name of the writer is 
withheld. We have written the author, inform- 
ing him of our intentions, and referring him to 
these columns. As it would require several days 
bard work to answer all the questions fully and 
at length, we could not afford to spend so much 
time from our business ; bnt by preparing the an- 
swers for our paper, they may afford satisfaction 
to many others, and count as work to us at tbe 
same time. 

1. The true name of our church is the Brethren 
church. This name was readopted at the time of 
the reconstruction of the church, at Dayton,Ohio, 
on the 7th ol June, 1883. The church has been le- 
gally incorporated under that name, and that is, 
therefore, its legal aud ecclesiastical tame. Other 
denominations may and will use the name Breth- 
ren in connection with other titles, such as Unit- 
ed Brethren, River Brethren, German Baptist 
Brethren, aud so forth, but none can use the sim- 
ple, scriptural title : The Brethren, except our 
church.    . 

2. Who was the founder of the Brethren 
church ? The origin of the church is given about 
in this manner : It originated in Germany about 
the year, 1708. A number of persons who were 
professors ot religion aud members ot one of the 
churches of the community in which they lived, 
by reading their Bibles, became convinced that 
they were not obeying all the requirements otthe 
Oospel of Christ. They formed themselves into a 
kind of Bible class, and read and studied the 
scriptures carefully and prayerfully. After they 
had done this tor some time, and when they were 
confirmed in their duties to a more perfect obedi- 
ence, they organized themselves into a church. 
No one particularly became the founder of the 
denomination. A man by the name ot Alexan- 
der Mack was their first minister, but in no other 
seuse can he be called the founder of the church. 
It is not necessary here any farther to notice tin 
organization and early history of the church. It 
can be found in any reliable church history. It 
can be found by referring to the name Brethren 
or Tunkers, and in some works they are cata- 
logued with Baptists. 

3. What is the doctrine of the church ? This 
question our querist desires to have fully explain- 
ed. To comply with his request to his satisfac- 
tion, as we comprehend it, will be no small task. 
We might say iu a few words, that the teachings 
of the Gospel of Christ, as it is rocorded in the 
New Testament ot our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ, is the doctrine ot the Brethren church. 
All it teaches, and nothing else. We believe the 
Word of God to be the perfect plan of salvation. 
'•The law [or doctrine] of the Lord is perfect, 
converting the soul " Psalms 19 : 7. It therefore 
needs and will suffer no additions or subtractions. 
"If any man shall add unto these things, God 
shall add uuto him the plagues that are written in 
this book ; and if any man shall take away from 
the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall 
take away his part out of tire book of life, and out 
of the holy city, and from the things which are 
written iu this book." Rev. 22 : 18,19. 

In a general way the above would be a sufficient 
answer. And we do not propose to give anything 
more, but we shall have something farther to say 
about that which we have given. We are some- 
times told that all the churches "pretend to take 
the New Testament as their creed :" which is 
true ; they prt tend to take the Gospel for their 
creed ; but they then deny their profession by 
making another besides the Gospel, and frequent- 
ly very dissimilar to it. The Brethren church, 
however, has no other, and will not have ; be- 
cause it argues that to make a creed just like the 
Gospel would be superfluous and could not be of 
any advantage to anybody, as we have that al- 
ready, and we might as well adopt the New Tes- 
tament at once. Should we attempt to make one 
different from the Gospel, it must necessarily be 
contrary to it If we should omit anything from 
it which the gospel contains, it would be too small; 
if we add anything to it which is not found in the 
Word, it would be too large. Hence we do not at- 
tempt to make any improvement upon it, bat take 
the simple, unadulterated Word or God, for our 
creed, profession of faith and rale of church gov- 
ernment Not merely pretend to do so, bat do it 
in pretense and practice. Any one, therefore, 
who is a candidate for membership in the Breth- 
ren church, should obey carefully one of the com- 
mandments of Jesus : "Search the Scriptures ; for 
in them ye think ye have eternal life, and they are 
they which testify of me." John 6 : 89.   Bach per- 

sons make the best of members, at the apostles 
testify In their Acts: "These were more noble 
than those in Thessalonica, in that they received 
the word with all readiness of mind, and searched 
the scriptures daily, whether these things were 
so." Acts 17 :11. They were more noble because 
they received the Word readily and searched the 
Scriptures daily to strengthen their faith. The 
same works will give favor in the sight' of the 
Lord, and should elevate us to nobility of Chris- 
tian character in the church at the present time. 
To all inquirers in regard to our church doctrine, 
ordinances and practices, we say, "To the law 
and to the testimony ; if they speak not according 
to this word, it is because there is uo light in 
them." Isaiah 8 :20. "Seek ye out the book of 
the Lord, and read." Isaiah 34:16. Knowing 
must precede doing ; hence we must be learners 
before we can become doers of the word. And 
therefore Christ instructed his disciples to teach 
first and then to baptise. "Go ye therefore and 
teach all nations, baptising them." Matth. 28:19. 

The above will, we hope, be accepted as quite 
specific and full. And perhaps nothing farther 
will be desired ; but we occasionally come across 
parties who raise an imaginary difficulty of anoth- 
er kind. They seem to think that the Word is 
not definite, and must be interpreted. In accord- 
ance with this view some man, a set of men, a col- 
lege, conference, or synod, will go to work and 
formulate and publish such an interpretation of 
the Scripturee as may suit their views and tastes. 
Such interpretation or views upon the Gospel is 
then adopted by some society and becomes their 
creed or profession of faith. The Augsburg Con- 
fession is such an instance. It was an interpre- 
tation of the scriptures by the University at Augs- 
burg. Other creeds have been brought about in 
a similar manner. 

This interpreting question is a matter of much 
importance to UB. It it is really necessary that 
the scriptures must be interpreted by one class 
of people to another in order that the latter 
may obtain salvation, then the necessity of creeds 
will be establithed, for a creed is nothing more or 
less than an interpretation of the meaning of 
scripture, as it is conceived by the interpreter. 
Peter says : "No prophecy ot the Soripture is of 
any private interpretation." 2 Peter 1:20. Now, 
if the scriptures are not ot a private or personal, 
or special interpretation, then they must be in- 
tended to be understood according to the princi- 
ple of a common or general interpretation or 
meaning. Hence there is no occasion for any in- 
terpretation and so also no necessity for any 
creed. 

From the foregoing considerations it would ap- 
pear, that, to give a full account of the true doc- 
trine of the Brethren church, would be nothing 
more or less than to preach the Gospel of Christ, 
and the whole Gospel at that. That is a life 
work, and cannot be couched within the limits of 
an ordinary newspaper article, much less written 
in a letter. But the Gospel may be divided into 
parts ; and it is work of the minister of the Gos- 
pel to "rightly divide the word of truth." 2 Tim. 
2:15. It is historical, descriptive, prophetical 
and doctrinal, and these several parts have their 
uses and purposes, to instruct, edify and qualify 
men for a higher state ot life and enjoyment Of 
the historical, descriptive and prophetical depart- 
ments, our querist likely, does not desire any 
special exposition. He would likely say of them, 
"All these have I known from my youth up." 
Luke 18:21. 

It is presumed that our querist has real the law 
and the prophets, and perhaps what be really 
wants to know is more in regard to the Brethren 
church, its manner of obeying and "living out" the 
Gospel of Christ, than as to what the scripture 
teaches. 

First then, we believe and teach "That Christ 
died for our sins according to the scriptures ; and 
that he was buried, and that he rose again the 
third day according to the scriptures." 1 Cor. 15 : 
8,4. 

We believe that Christ brought from heaven 
the Father's will, for no man knoweth tbe Father 
save the Son, and he to whom the Son will reveal 
Him." Matth. 11 : 27. "The word which ye hear is 
not mine, but the Father's whioh sent me." . John 
14 : 24. That by His obedience to the Father's 
will He was made perfect and "became the auth- 
or ot salvation unto all them that obey him." Heb. 
5 :9. That the word whioh hejbrought unto men 
is the Gospel of Christ and is the power of God 
unto salvation to every one that believeth. Rom. 
1 :16. That there is no salvation in any other ; 
for there is no other name under heaven given 
among men whereby we must be saved. Acts 
4:12. 

We believe that men must attain unto right- 
eousness through Christ and as Christ obtained 
his righteousness, namely through obedience. 
"For it became him, for whom are all things, and 
by whom are all things, in bringing many sons 
unto glory, to make the captain of their salvation 
perfect through sufferings. For both he that sano- 
tifieth aud they who are sanctified are all of one." 

Hebrews 2 :10,11. And again : "I appoint onto 
yon a kiugdomas my Father has appointed it onto 
me." Luke 22: 29. He only became the author of 
eternal salvation "to aB them that OBIT him." 
Heb. 6 : 9. "The scripture hath concluded all 
under sin. that the promise by faith of Jesus 
Christ might be given to them that believe ; Gal- 
atians 8 : 22, "for all have sinned and come short 
of the glory of God." Romans 8 :28. 

We believe that by obeying the truth, (the 
word of God is the truth. John 17 :17,) through 
the Spirit we may again purify oar hearts. 1 Peter 
1 : 22, Acts 15 : 9. We have much to say of obe- 
dience. In fact we believe in it; we believe it en- 
ters largely into our Christian make-up, and is an 
important factor in our righteousness. "To whom 
ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants 
ye are to whom ye obey ; whether of sin unto 
death, or of OBBDIBNCB UNTO RIUUTBOI-SNBSS." Rom. 
6:16. "Not the hearers of the law are just before 
God, but the doers of the law shall be justified." 
Rom. 2 :18. "Not every one that saitb unto me 
Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heav- 
en ; but he that doeth the will of my Father which 
is in heaven." Matth. 7 : 21. "Whoso looketh 
into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth 
therein, he being uot a forgetful hearer but a doer 
of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed." 
James 1 i 25. "To obey is better than sacrifice, 
and to hearken than the fat of rams." 1 Samuel 
15 : 22. "Hereby we do know that we know him 
if we keep his commandments." 1 John 2 : 3. Read 
also the fourth and fifth verses. 

(Continued Next Week.) 

Who was chosen to nil the place of Judas as an Apostle ? 
J. H. WILLIAMS. 

There is some controversy about this. Some 
are tor Paul and some are tor Matthias. There 
are arguments for both sides of the question. 
Concerning Matthias, it is argued that his appoint- 
ment Was without divine authority, before the 
day of Pentecost, when the Spirit was given to 
guide the apostles into all truth, and when the 
only divine injunction laid on thorn was to tarry 
in Jerusalem until they were endowed with pow- 
er from on high. This is one side and undoubted- 
ly it is entitled to some weight. 

On the other hand, it is argued that after the 
Spirit came, he was one of the twelve that stood 
up as apostles to declare tbe Gospel and annonuce 
the terms of salvation. This also is entitled to 
some weight. 

As we are entitled to an opinion also, we be- 
lieve that the election of Matthias was not divine- 
ly authorised, but we would not dare to be too 
emphatic on this ; all we know is that we are not 
able to prove he was divinely appointed. But it 
is hardly important enough to quarrel about. 
That Paul was divinely appointed an apostle is 
beyond doubt, but whether to till the place of Ju- 
das or not, we do not think it necessary to decide. 

When we are investigating the conduct of any member, 
would it be right to take testimony of persons not members 
of the church? U. T. 

Under the old regime it was not considered 
right to receive outside testimony, and much dis- 
honesty and wrong perpetrated ty unprincipled 
church members was and still is winked at, be- 
cause of this unreasonable practice. We hope 
this will not be the case among tbe Brethren. It 
it is truth a church seeks, it should be sought 
wherever it can be found. 

What is the length of time represented by a week, as in 
Dan. »: 24,27 ? STUDKNT. 

The   most   generally   accepted   interpretation 
among commentators is that each day represents 
a year, (Kzekiel  4; 6), therefore a week will be 
seven years.   This however is not admitted by all 
interpreters. 

Wbo was Melchisadek V (HAS. GAINRS. 
King of Salem, and priest of the most high God. 

See Genesis 14:18. 

What does the "filth of the flesh" mean, in 1 Peter 8:21 T 
.1. J. 8. 

There are many different views concerning this. 
Some people, who would be glad to find some ex- 
cuse for their wrong-doing, claim it means the 
sins of the flesh. This would be very accommo- 
dating for such persons, but unfortunately other 
passages would seriously conflict with this inter- 
pretation. Others think it means merely the on- 
cleanliness of the skin. But we have an idea that 
it refers to the legal uncleanness from which, 
according to the Jewish law, the people had to be 
cleansed. See Hebrews 9 :18,14. Baptism does 
not consist of fleshly rites and carnal ordinances, 
bat has to do with the conscience. It is "for the 
remission of sins," not the cleansing from legal 
polutions. 

What are we to understand by 1 John 3:9? 
JOHN FULLS*. 

The verse referred to reads: "Whosoever is born 
of God doth not commit sin ; for hit seed remain- 
eth in him; and he cannot sin, because he is born 
of God." This is one ot the prinoipal text* that 
the Sanetificetiouista quote for their views, and 

| every other Scripture  that  oonflicts  witu this is 


